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The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus' baptism and end with
three disciples' vision of his transfiguration. In Mark's story of Jesus'
baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending and hears the
words from heaven. But now Jesus' three closest friends hear the same
words naming him God's beloved son. As believers, Paul writes, we are
enabled to see the Gdight in Jesus' face, because the same God who
created light in the first place has shone in our hearts to give us that
vision. The light of God's glory in Jesus has enlightened us through
baptism and shines in us also for others to see.

We turn this week to Ash Wednesday and our yearly baptismal journey
from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside the alleluia at the conclu-
sion of today's liturgy. This word of joy will be omitted during the peni-
tential season of Lent and will be sung again at Easter.



The members of St. Paul extend a warm welcome tc
visitors. If you need special accommodations or need di
tions finding any facilities within our building, please ask
any of our members or one of the ushers.

If you have no church home and are seeking one we
would love to have you join us. If you wish to learn more
about our faith community, please ask any of our memb
or contact one of our pastors. Please fill out a line in the
pad to inform us of your presence and then pass it back
the center aisle.

You will find two St. Paulds Pra
one in the parlor) where you may add your specific prayer requests.

Our form of worship maintains the ancient traditions of the Chris-
tian | iturgy, Awork of the peopl e.
our weekly worship. On Saturday nights we have a simple liturgy be-
ginning at 5:15. On Sunday mornings we have a Traditional Service at
8:00 a.m. and a Liturgy with Contemporary Music at 10:45. We also
meet for communion in the Parlor at 7:30 every Wednesday morning
and contemporary worship every Wednesday night at 6:00 p.m. in
Stock Hall.

Holy Communion is celebrated in all of these services. Here our
loving God gives us the true Body and Blood of Jesus for the forgive-
ness of sin and strengthens our |
come at our Lordés tabl e.

Members of the Congregation

As you enter the nave, take time to greet your neighbors and intro-
duce yourselves to people you don't already know. Welcome visitors
and share the love of Christ and the communion of the saints with them
and each other. When the gathering music begins, use this time for
quiet personal prayer and preparation for the confession and worship to
come. Itis appropriate to quietly pray or kneel during this time of
preparation and pause to reflect on all that God has done.



Liturgy of Gathering

Preparation for Worship: Greeting and Fellowship
Gathering Music and Private Prayer

(The people grow silent as the Gathering Music begins, allowing each to
personally prepare for the worship that follows.)

Welcome and Announcements
Temple Talk

Confession and Forgiveness

Please stand, as able. All may make the sign of the cross,
the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.
P: Pastor C: Congregation A: Assisting Minister L: Lector

P. Blessed be the holy Trinity, Father, Son, (+) and Holy Spirit, one
God, who spoke light into creation, who calls us to listen and fol-
low, who sends us to shine like stars.

C: Amen.

P: Let us come before God, confessing our sin.

Please kneel (or stand if unable to kneel). Silence is kept for reflection.

P: Holy and merciful God,

C: we confess that we have sinned against our sisters and brothers
and against you. We cherish the values of this world. We cause
others to stumble. The earth is wounded by our excess. Have
mercy, O God. Forgive us, renew us, and raise us up on eagles'
wings, that we may do your will with courage and delight.

Amen.

P: Hear the voice from heaven: "You are my own

my beloved." God gives power to the weary ar

strengthens the powerless. Be cleansed, be

healed, for in the name of the Father, the Son

and the Holy Spirit, | declare to you the forgive

ness of you?/sir?s and the reveaI}i/ng of Godgs re FORGIVEN
C. Amen.



4

We Sing the Entrance Hymn:

Please stand and turn to follow the Cross as it passes.
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Be Thou My Vision
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1 Be thou my vi - sion, O Lord of my heart;
2 Be thou my wis - dom, and thou my true word;
3 Rich-es I heed not, nor vain, emp - ty praise,
4 Light of my soul, af - ter vic - to - ry won,
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naught be all else to me, save that thou art:
1 ev er with thee and thou with me, Lord.
thou mine in - her - i - tance, now and al - ways:
may I reach heav-en’s joys, O  heav -en’s Sun!
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thou my best thought by day and by night,
Thou my soul’s  shel - ter, thou my high tow’r,
thou, and thou on - ly, first in  my heart,
Heart of my own heart, what - ev - er be - fall,
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wak - ing  or sleep - ing, thy pres - ence my light.
raise thou me heav’n-ward, O Pow’r of my pOW'T.
great God  of heav - en, my trea - sure thou art.
still  be my vi - sion, O Rul - er of all.

Text: Irish 8th—10th cent.; tr. Mary E. Byrne, 1880-1931; vers. Eleanor H. Hull, 18601935, alt.
Music: SLANE, Irish tune




Greeting

P: The grace of Jesus Christ, the mercy of the Holy One, and the Spirit
of the living God be with you all.
C: And also with you.

We Sing a Sonq of Invocation and Praise

670 Be Still for the Presence

David Evans
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1. Be still for the pre-scence of the Lord, the
2. Be still for the glo-ry of the Lord, is
3. Be still for the pow-er of the Lord, is
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Ho -ly One is here. Come bow be - fore Him now,  with
shin-ing all a - round He bums with ho - ly fire, with
mov-ing in this place. He comes to  cleanse and heal, to
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rev-er - encc and fear. In Him no sin is found,
splendor He is  crowned. How awe - some is the sight,
min- is- ter His grace. No work too  hard for Him,
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we stand on ho - ly ground. Be still ~ for the
our rad - iant King of Light! Be still ~ for the
in faith re - ceive from Him, Be still ~ for the
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pre-scence of the Lord, the Ho - ly One is  here.
glo - ry of the Lord is  shin - ing all a - round.
pow-er of the Lord is mov - ing in this place.

#252 Praise Chorus 3. Reprinted under CCLI License #1929744.
Copyright 1986 Thank You Music.
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Prayer of the Day

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth
shines from the mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your
beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Je-
sus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C: Amen.

Please be seated.

Liturgy of the Word

First Reading: 2 Kings 2:112
L: The first reading is from the book Second Kintdge 2nd chapter.

Todaybés reading centers on the transf
prophet Elijah to Elisha. Their travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back

to Moab (the place where Moses died) and the parting of the waters, demon-
strate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors of the great prophet

Moses.

Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a
whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilglijah said
to Elisha, "Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel." But
Elisha said, "As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, | will not
leave you." So they went down to Bethdlhe company of prophets
who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, "Do you know
that today the LORD will take your master away from you?" And he
said, "Yes, | know; keep silent."

“Elijah said to him, "Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to
Jericho." But he said, "As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, |
will not leave you." So they came to Jerichibhe company of prophets
who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, "Do you
know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?" And
he answered, "Yes, | know; be silent."

*Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to
the Jordan." But he said, "As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live,
I will not leave you." So the two of them went dRifty men of the
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company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them,
as they both were standing by the Jord&hen Elijah took his mantle

and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one
side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground.

*When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, "Tell me what | may
do for you, before | am taken from you." Elisha said, "Please let me
inherit a double share of your spirit®He responded, "You have asked
a hard thing; yet, if you see me as | am being taken from you, it will be
granted you; if not, it will not.*'As they continued walking and talk-
ing, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and
Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heavefElisha kept watching and
crying out, "Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!"
But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and
tore them in two pieces.

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God!

Psalnt Psalm 50:16
The Cantor reads the psalm and the congregation responds with the Refrain.
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7 f KK - N - T - —— — |
VAW £) I I I 17 I IR IR I T IR I T I il |
© Out of Zi-on, per-fect in beau-ty, God shines forth in glo-ry.

The mighty one, God tHé.ORD, has spoken;

calling the earth from the rising of the dua its setting.
Out of Zion, perfectin its beauty,

God shinesforth in glory. R

Our God will come and willnot keep silence;

with a consuming flame before, and round abdugaging storm.
*God calls the heavens and the eitbm above

to witness the judgmehof the people.
*Gather before me mfoyal followers,

those who have made a covenant with me

and sealetiit with sacrifice.” R

*The heavens declare the rightnksfsGod's cause,
for it is God! who is judge.
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the | Holy Spirit.*
As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be fore | ver, Amé&n.



Second Reading 2 Corinthians 4:3%
L: The second reading is from the book of 2nd Corinthians,
the 4th chapter.

The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry
but on the Lord Jesus Christ. Just as God made light shine out of darkness at
creation, God makes the light of Jesus Christ shine in our lives through Chris-
tian ministry.

3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are per-
ishing.In their case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the
unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the
glory of Christ, who is the image of GatFor we do not proclaim our-
selves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves
for Jesus' sakéFor it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of dark-
ness," who has shone in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God!
L: Please stand as we prepare to hear the Holy Gospel.




The Gospel Acclamation Please stand as able

660 Be Exalted, O God

Brent Chambers
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#25 Praise Chorus 3. Reprinted under CCLI License #1929744
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The Holy Gospel: Mark 9:2-9

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 9th Chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Mar kb6s gosp
apparent to
ar e gl ven a
2Six days later, Jesus took with
him Peter and James and John, an
led them up a high mountain apart,
by themselves. And he was transfi¢
ured before thenfand his clothes
became dazzling white, such as no
one on earth could bleach thetAnd
there appeared to them Elijah with
Moses, who were talking with Jesu:
*Then Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi,
good for us to be here; let us make
three dwellings, one for you, one fo
Moses, and one for Elijah®He did
not know what to say, for they were terrifié@ihen a cloud overshad-
owed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, "This is my Son, the
Beloved listen to him!®Suddenly when they looked around, they saw
no one with them any more, but only Jesus.

°As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell
no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen
from the dead.

P: The Gospel of the Lord.
C: Praise to you, O Christ!

Please be seated.
Children & Youth Story

Sermon The Rev. Timothy W. Sadler
Lead Pastor

Time for Reflection
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We Sing the Hymn of the Day: Please stand, as able.

902 .
Come to the Mountain
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1 Je - sus took Pet - er, James, and John
2 “This is my  Son!” said a voice from the cloud.
3 We will be changed like Je - sus our Lord,
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up to  the moun - tain to be a - lone.
“Lis - ten  to him . ... .. and do what he  says!”
and live with  him ... ... in  heav - en a - bove.
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While they were watch - ing Je - sus was  changed;
Soon as it came . . . ... that vis - ion was gone,
But while we live on this earth - ly home,
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and they saw Mo - ses face to face.
and they saw Je - sus stand - ing a - lone.
our work as ser - vants nev - er is  done
Refrain
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Come to the moun - tain to see the light
0| \ , ,
=YD N [ [ [ | I I i f I ]
| | I I I [ | o O |
L e e ™~ B  —— i — |
| = & [ @ | [ |
oJ “ b I
Come to the moun - tain to hear God’s word
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Go to the val - ley, it is  your home
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Go to the val - ley to serve the Lord

Text: Scott Tunseth

Music: MOUNTAIN AND VALLEY, Kathleen Donlan Tunseth

Text and music © 1996 Scott Tunseth and Kathleen Donlan Tunseth, admin. Augsburg Fortress
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We Profess Our Faith

P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith.

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and
earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was con-
ceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin
Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died,
and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he
rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and
the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the com-
munion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the
body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

We Pray the Prayers of the Church
The Assisting Minister leads the prayer. After each portion of
prayers please respond as indicated: Please stand, as able

A: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great!

The pastor concludes the prayer:

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray,
trusting in your steadfast love and faithfulness, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C: Amen.

We Share the Peace

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

After greeting your neighbors in the name of the Lord, please be seated.

We Hear a Message about Stewardship




