
  

 

Gather to be fed  + Offer our praise + Depart to serve 

Service of Word and Sacrament 
Transfiguration  

February 19, 2012 

8:00 a.m. 
 

 

Liturgy music:  ELW IV 

The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus' baptism and end with 

three disciples' vision of his transfiguration. In Mark's story of Jesus' 

baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit descending and hears the 

words from heaven. But now Jesus' three closest friends hear the same 

words naming him God's beloved son. As believers, Paul writes, we are 

enabled to see the God-light in Jesus' face, because the same God who 

created light in the first place has shone in our hearts to give us that 

vision. The light of God's glory in Jesus has enlightened us through 

baptism and shines in us also for others to see. 

 

We turn this week to Ash Wednesday and our yearly baptismal journey 

from Lent to Easter. Some churches put aside the alleluia at the conclu-

sion of today's liturgy. This word of joy will be omitted during the peni-

tential season of Lent and will be sung again at Easter. 
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The members of St. Paul extend a warm welcome to all 

visitors. If you need special accommodations or need direc-

tions finding any facilities within our building, please ask 

any of our members or one of the ushers.  

If you have no church home and are seeking one we 

would love to have you join us. If you wish to learn more 

about our faith community, please ask any of our members 

or contact one of our pastors. Please fill out a line in the pew 

pad to inform us of your presence and then pass it back to 

the center aisle. 

You will find two St. Paulôs Prayer Books (one in the narthex and 

one in the parlor) where you may add your specific prayer requests.  

Our form of worship maintains the ancient traditions of the Chris-

tian liturgy, ñwork of the people.ò Holy Communion is celebrated in 

our weekly worship.  On Saturday nights we have a simple liturgy be-

ginning at 5:15.  On Sunday mornings we have a Traditional Service at 

8:00 a.m. and a Liturgy with Contemporary Music at 10:45.  We also 

meet for communion in the Parlor at 7:30 every Wednesday morning 

and contemporary worship every Wednesday night at 6:00 p.m. in 

Stock Hall.   

Holy Communion is celebrated in all of these services.  Here our 

loving God gives us the true Body and Blood of Jesus for the forgive-

ness of sin and strengthens our lives as Godôs children.  All are wel-

come at our Lordôs table. 

 

 As you enter the nave, take time to greet your neighbors and intro-

duce yourselves to people you don't already know.  Welcome visitors 

and share the love of Christ and the communion of the saints with them 

and each other.  When the gathering music begins, use this time for 

quiet personal prayer and preparation for the confession and worship to 

come.  It is appropriate to quietly pray or kneel during this time of 

preparation and pause to reflect on all that God has done. 
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Confession and Forgiveness 
 

Please stand, as able.  All may make the sign of the cross,  

the sign marked at baptism, as the presiding minister begins.   

P: Pastor   C:  Congregation   A:  Assisting Minister  L:  Lector 

 

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, Father, Son, (+) and Holy Spirit, one 

God, who spoke light into creation, who calls us to listen and fol-

low, who sends us to shine like stars. 

C: Amen. 

 

P: Let us come before God, confessing our sin. 

 
 

 Please kneel (or stand  if unable to kneel).  Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

P: Holy and merciful God,  

C: we confess that we have sinned against our sisters and brothers 

and against you. We cherish the values of this world. We cause 

others to stumble. The earth is wounded by our excess. Have 

mercy, O God. Forgive us,  renew us, and raise us up on eagles' 

wings, that we may do your will with courage 

and delight. Amen. 
 

 

 

 

P: Hear the voice from heaven: "You are my own, 

my beloved." God gives power to the weary and 

strengthens the powerless. Be cleansed, be 

healed, for in the name of the Father, the Son (+)

and the Holy Spirit, I declare to you the forgive-

ness of your sins and the revealing of God's reign. 

C: Amen. 

Preparation for Worship:  Greeting and Fellowship 

Gathering Music and Private Prayer 
 (The people grow silent as the Gathering Music begins, allowing each to  

 personally prepare  for the worship that follows.) 

Welcome and Announcements 

Temple Talks 
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We Sing the Entrance Hymn:  
 Please stand and turn to follow the Cross as it passes. 

Greeting 
 

P: The grace of Jesus Christ, the mercy of the Holy One, and the Spirit 

of the living God be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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We Sing the KryieðPrayers for the Whole World 



6 

We Sing a Hymn of Praise 
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First Reading:    2 Kings 2:1-12  
 

L: The first reading is from the book Second Kings, the 2nd chapter. 

Prayer of the Day 
 

P: Let us pray. Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth 

shines from the mountaintop into our hearts. Transfigure us by your 

beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, through Je-

sus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Please be seated. 

Todayôs reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the 

prophet Elijah to Elisha. Their travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back 

to Moab (the place where Moses died) and the parting of the waters, demon-

strate that Elisha and Elijah are legitimate successors of the great prophet 

Moses. 

 

 Now when the LORD was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a 

whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said 

to Elisha, "Stay here; for the LORD has sent me as far as Bethel." But 

Elisha said, "As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I will not 

leave you." So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets 

who were in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, "Do you know 

that today the LORD will take your master away from you?" And he 

said, "Yes, I know; keep silent." 
 

 4Elijah said to him, "Elisha, stay here; for the LORD has sent me to 

Jericho." But he said, "As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, I 

will not leave you." So they came to Jericho. 5The company of prophets 

who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, "Do you 

know that today the LORD will take your master away from you?" And 

he answered, "Yes, I know; be silent." 
 

 6Then Elijah said to him, "Stay here; for the LORD has sent me to 

the Jordan." But he said, "As the LORD lives, and as you yourself live, 

I will not leave you." So the two of them went on. 7Fifty men of the  
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Psalm:  Psalm 50:1-6  
The Cantor and congregation will sing the psalm responsively. 

company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, 

as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his mantle 

and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one 

side and to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
 

 9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, "Tell me what I may 

do for you, before I am taken from you." Elisha said, "Please let me 

inherit a double share of your spirit." 10He responded, "You have asked 

a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken from you, it will be 

granted you; if not, it will not." 11As they continued walking and talk-

ing, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and 

Elijah ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and 

crying out, "Father, father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!" 

But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes and 

tore them in two pieces. 

1The mighty one, God the | LORD, has spoken; 

 calling the earth from the rising of the sun | to its setting. 
2Out of Zion, perfect | in its beauty, 

 God shines | forth in glory.    

Our God will come and will | not keep silence; 

 with a consuming flame before, and round about a | raging storm. 
4God calls the heavens and the earth | from above 

 to witness the judgment | of the people. 
5"Gather before me my | loyal followers, 

 those who have made a covenant with me 

 and sealed | it with sacrifice." 
6The heavens declare the rightness | of God's cause, 

 for it is God | who is judge.    

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the  | Holy Spirit.*   

 As it was in the beginning, is now, and will be fore | ver, Amen.   

L: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

LBW Tone 3 
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The Gospel Acclamation          Please stand as able. 

L: Word of God, word of life. 

C: Thanks be to God! 

L: Please stand as we prepare to hear the Holy Gospel. 

Second Reading:    2 Corinthians 4:3-6  

L: The second reading is from the book of  2nd Corinthians,                 

the 4th chapter. 

The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry 

but on the Lord Jesus Christ. Just as God made light shine out of darkness at 

creation, God makes the light of Jesus Christ shine in our lives through Chris-

tian ministry. 

 
 3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is 

veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their 

case the god of this world has blinded the 

minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from 

seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of 

Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do 

not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus 

Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves 

for Jesus' sake. 6For it is the God who said, 

"Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our hearts to give 

the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 

Christ. 



10 

Children & Youth Story  

Sermon   The Rev. Timothy W, Sadler,  

    Lead Pastor 

 

Time for Reflection 

P: The Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise to you, O Christ! 

The Holy Gospel:   Mark 9:2-9  
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to Mark, the 9th Chapter. 

C: Glory to you, O Lord. 

Please be seated. 

Markôs gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become 

apparent to Jesusô followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples 

are given a vision of Godôs glory manifest in the beloved Son. 

 
 2Six days later, Jesus took with 

him Peter and James and John, and 

led them up a high mountain apart, 

by themselves. And he was transfig-

ured before them, 3and his clothes 

became dazzling white, such as no 

one on earth could bleach them. 4And 

there appeared to them Elijah with 

Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 
5Then Peter said to Jesus, "Rabbi, it is 

good for us to be here; let us make 

three dwellings, one for you, one for 

Moses, and one for Elijah." 6He did 

not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud overshad-

owed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, "This is my Son, the 

Beloved listen to him!" 8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw 

no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 
 

 9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell 

no one about what they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen 

from the dead. 
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We Sing the Hymn of the Day:    Please stand, as able. 

We Profess Our Faith  

 P: With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
  

C:  I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and 

earth.  

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was con-

ceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin 

Mary. He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he 

rose again. He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father. He will come again to judge the living and 

the dead.  

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the com-

munion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the 

body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

LBW 89 
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We Pray the Prayers of the Church     
The Assisting Minister leads the prayer. After each portion of the 

prayers please respond as indicated:    Please stand, as able. 
 

A: Hear us, O God. 

C:  Your mercy is great! 

The pastor concludes the prayer: 

P: Into your hands, gracious God, we commend all for whom we pray, 

trusting in your steadfast love and faithfulness, through Jesus 

Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 
 

 

We Share the Peace  
 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: And also with you. 
 

 

 

      After greeting your neighbors in the name of the Lord, please be seated. 

 

We Hear a Message about Stewardship  

 

 

We Present Our Offerings and Gifts 
 

 Our offerings of ourselves, our food, our money, and our time we 

thankfully give in response to our loving God. 

 Please fill out the pew pad and pass it along so that you may get to 

know those sitting in the pew with you.  

Choir AnthemðJesus, the Light of the World 

 

We Sing a Song While the Table is Prepared 
 

Please remain seated for the singing of the hymn. 

The hymn is on the following page. 



13 


